SUMMER

History, hedonism and alfresco exotica— Turkey's top city gets hot in the sunshine

ow's the best time to be in Istanbul —the

temperature is T-shirt, the broad Bosphorus :

strait is blue, its shorefront districts abuzz
with fish restaurants, clubs and cafes on both the

European and Asiatic sides. By day, the shadowy old .

quarters offer up curiosity shops and architectural
relics of past centuries. Then, when night falls and

amoon hangs over the waters, the party starts...
By Nick Redman

ik i |

plays. secret summer houses
and emerald lawns._ It's the perfect first-day

Thurs (2% The |

wide-angle terrace views back across the
: waters to the great skyline icons: Topka;
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4 Hotellino (Nabethane Cad 50090 212
51% 1212 waarw hotelinoistanbul.comc (80, In
thve Odd City, attractive budget hotels are as
COMIMION as Monogamous Sultans. 5o hats of f
to Hotelling: 23 rooms of easy-on-the-eye grey,
alive and white toneas in narmally URIiNSpinng
Sultanahmet. Doubles from £93, B&EB.

Miapera Hotel (Mesrutivet Cad 34: 0090 212
245 0245, www. miaperahotel.com; (1), It's
Identikea-trendy. with some fairly pinched
reams, but it's perfect for night owls explaring
after-dark Beyodiu. Doubles from 105, BEEB.

The House Hotel Galatasaray (Bostanbag Cad
19 0090 212 244 3400, www thehousehotel
com (1)), The HH brand has comered the
[rrid-Irnarket in design-hotels-with-character
This omim oo LpIes an ofr wate, pastel=facaded
rmansion on a backstreet in boho Cukurcuma,
down from Beyodlu. It has a fab roof-view bar.
with fireplace, Doubles from £131, B&B

Witt Istanbul Hotel | Defterdar
Yokugu 26,0090 212 293 1500,
wwwwittistanbul.oorm; (2], Smart weekenders
o this apartrment cormersion-mto-suites
a great base for Beyoglu and leaty Cihangir
district. They have glossy kitchens, so you can
cook. As if. Doubles from £158, B&B

Palazze Donlzetti (Asmak Mascit Sok 550090
212 249 5151. www.palazzodonizetti.com: (1))
In 19th=-century Istanbul, forgigners clamoured

to live in Pera (now Beyoglul, and this new hotel
horours the eponyrmous italian compoaser who
resided in this street = hence the itallanate

rmarble lobby and corporate-but-classy Neo

Classical rooms. Doubles from E168, BEE,

Pera Palace Hotel (Mesrutivet Cad 52; 00

90 212 377 4000, www.perapalace.com; (14}
A recent refurb sought to revive this grande
dame, first unveiled in 1895 and patronised by
the likes of Greta Garbo and Agatha Christie
The rocms ang, hand on beart, bland, but Yl 'l
hove the restoned bindcage’ it and the exotic
Domed Salonwhere they serve a superb
afternoon tea, Doubles from £229, BAB

31 %
f;:"% Karakoy Lokantasi (Kermankes C

0090212 292 4455, www karakoylokantasi

corr: (18}, Stick I-'1-.|qu|-' K B sty !i.-,!-.1:"-':.|:..'.

A

view at the tourist traps of the Galata Bridge -
this blue-tiled neo-taverna nearby is much
more like it. Foint to dishes (they do a delicious
yoghurty aubergine salad), and eat therm with
the regulars at wobbly tables out in the alley.
Mains arcund E6

Manferit (Yeni CarsiCad 19, 0090 212 252
067508, Alltoo often mese = those trays of
traditional shared starters — go hand-in-hand
with old (and iffy] premises. So, for Istanbul,
Miinferit is NgEnous, updating dishes -f'.rw:,-
the fava beans with mint) n smart slate-and-
timber environs. Sexy outside table scene,
too. Mains around £13

INSTANT

Modern tastes: fromleft, seared squid and black
coutcous, a3 served at Minferit; interiors at The
House Hotel Galatasaray layer trend on tradition

Maya [Kemankesg Cad 354; 0090 212 252
6884, www.lckantamaya.com. (1], They've
nipped-up Turkish staples at this favourite near
Galata Brdge

treat with caramelised onions and alm

warm goat's cheasa works a

The homey bookcases termpt you to inger
onger after dinner. Mains around E13,

Bird (Megrutiyet Cad 103 00 90 212 245 7085
httpfbirdistanbul com; (18). The one theyre
flocking to s a vibrant hybrid cafefrestaurant,
fth

all mirrors, marble and palm fre 5, Arrive

the lunchers, stay for the dinners and end up

with the cocktail-swillers. Mains around £16

Mimolett (Sirasebiler Cad 55/4: 00
90 212 245 9858, www. mimaolatt

corm tr:(19), Chef-star Murat Bozok packs them

rito this chandebered downtown restaurant

in the grind of Taksim, delivering unexpected
little flavour bursts: Turkish mountain thyme n
the goat's cheese, and awild sea bass tasting
of the ccean. Mains around £22

¥ Restaurant (K5 Deniz Palas, Sadi Konuralp
Lad 50090 212 244 7101, w
bar.com; (2, Food was so-50 on this visit (the

wW.oxrestaurant

f-l:.'.."l: mease o
death) but the

mplings were deep-fried to

wigy was special, over a modnlit
Lolden Horn to domed, spired Hagia Sophia,
like a giant celebratory cake with candles

Mains arouwnd E£24
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INSTANTE!

Gilt complex: opposite, the Topkap: Palace is all gold
leaf and intricate tilowork, top right; above, fram left,
drink in the streats of Asmalimascit after dark =
heaven for summaer bar-hoppers: the Sea of Marmara
bayond the spiky minarets of Sultanahmet

Mari C; §IFARE 5ok 10 S0 A

sdinner-and-

: thelate~
afternoon sun turns tha distant city intoa
smudge. ar e Seaof Marmara metal

July 2011 Sunday Times Travel 139



